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Mossman State School News 

 
Equity & Excellence  

Principal’s Message                        Term 1, Week 5 

Our 2024 Explicit Improvement Agenda (EIA) 

1. Continue to implement agreed whole-school approach to the teaching of reading in the Junior School. 

2. Collaboratively develop contextualised Science units aligned to Version 9 Australian Curriculum with aligned 4Cs marking guides and refine other learning areas. 

3. Continue to refine pedagogical practices, including Inquiry approaches in Science and the explicit teaching of vocabulary. 

4. Collaboratively develop staff wellbeing framework to identify and enact agreed school-based protocols to support work/life balance. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week we were privileged to have had a visit from our adopt-a-cop, Officer Mikaylah Mathew to talk to our Year 3-6 students about cybersafety 

and protecting themselves online. It was a very interesting presentation and very eye opening with the number of our students already using social 

media. Please continue to have conversations with students about the information and images they share online and who they share this with. As 

Officer Mathew reminded us, ‘what goes online, stays online forever’. We have attached some useful information about this in our newsletter. Please 

ensure that your child has their social media settings set to ‘private’ not ‘public’ as a number of students in these sessions seemed unaware of how to 

do this. A big thank you to Mrs McLeod for organising this information session. 

Also this week, we had the privilege of having Chris and Bill from AFL Cairns with our Prep to Year 3 students providing a basic 'getting to know AFL 

Auskick' session to promote their 8-week course in Port Douglas starting this week. The Auskick course is open to 5 to 12 year olds and anyone inter-

ested can pick up a flyer from our school office. Our younger students had a fabulous time running through a variety of different drills and skills associ-

ated with the sport and we’ve already had a few more AFL balls being kicked around at lunch time than usual. Thanks to Miss Noli for organising these 

sessions for our students. 

Next week, our Year 3 and 5 students will be sitting a practice test for their NAPLAN assessments. These are simply to give our students an opportuni-

ty to practise this type of test. A reminder to contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions or concerns around NAPLAN. You are able to with-

draw your child from NAPLAN assessments if you do have concerns. 

Last week we were notified by the Education Department that our school has been se-

lected as one of 3 schools in Queensland to showcase exemplary teaching and learning 

to inform the Australian Government’s Quality Initial Teacher Education Review in order 

to develop a series of vignettes to be used for teacher professional development in 3 

areas – classroom management, explicit teaching and phonics education. This is a credit 

to the outstanding efforts of our teachers and staff, so please join me in congratulating 

them all once again. We are truly blessed to have the teachers of the incredible calibre 

that we do at our school. They are constantly improving their craft and striving for 

greater outcomes for our students. 

This week, we are very proud to announce that Miss Jenna Kerswell has been employed 

at our school as a Student Counsellor under the Education Department’s Student Well-

being Package. Miss Jenna will work on Mondays through to Wednesdays.  

Sadly for us, our Year 5 teacher aide, Ms Wanitta had her last day at our school today. 

Ms Wanitta is moving on to bigger and better things and she will be greatly missed at 

our school. Thank you, Ms Wanitta for everything you have done for our students, our 

staff, our school and our community. 

Have a wonderful weekend together. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Randal 
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Important Dates 
to  1st March 

Pennants Assembly 

11th March 

Year 5 Excursion to Cooya Beach 

13th March 

NAPLAN starts 

21st March 

P & C AGM 

28th March 

MSS Cross Country 

Last Day of Term 1 

15th April 

1st Day of Term 2 

25th April 

ANZAC Day  

Important Dates to  

Remember 

PBL FOCUS 

I am SAFE 

I can play by the rules 

Wellbeing Focus 

Self-Regulation 

What is it? 

It means there is space between what you FEEL and what 

you DO. You are in control of your emotions and not the 

other way around.  It means you can tell your Guard Dog to 

remain calm while you chat to your Wise Owl and Elephant 

who Tries to Remember so that you can make the best 

choice.  If you are growing self-regulation you might make 

your own traffic light that you can refer to easily. 

What does it look like in our school?  

• We can be a traffic light when we notice we are up-

set, frustrated or angry 

• Feelings and thoughts come and go and we know to 

control what we do with them 

• When someone upsets us we can walk away or get 

help 

• When we notice we are angry we can take big 

breaths 



 

 

Prep- Leslie for being a role model to his peers in making strong choices and being a fabulous learner. 

Prep- Saisha for an incredible job with our morning phonics. She has shown a growing understanding of her letters 

and sounds, outstanding effort! 

Prep- Ava-Lee for being a great friend and helping her peers. 

Prep- Texas for working so hard to complete all his set tasks in class. 

Year 1- Leroy for improving his work ethic and striving to be the best he can be! 

Year 1- Rambo for ALWAYS being so helpful and kind. You are a legend! 

Year 1- Julie-May for working SO hard to improve her reading. You are amazing! 

Year 1- Jayvahanii for being a funny and kind classmate who gives everything a go and grows in confidence every day. 

Year 1- Mylie for demonstrating strength this week. She fills the day with kindness even when not feeling her best. 

Year 2- Noah for carefully selecting and checking rhyming words when recreating his poem. 

Year 2- Indie for amazing questioning and reasoning when discussing the different planets in the Solar System. 

Year 2- Dustin for his excellent effort and attitude to learning. 

Year 2- Annie for her application and enthusiasm for learning in all subjects! 

Year 3- Liam for awesome effort.  

Year 3- Beau for awesome effort 

Year 3 – Riley for awesome learning behaviours in class. Keep it up, Riley! 

Year 4- Jase for the marvellous use of weekly vocabulary words in his Daily Writing. Awesome job! 

Year 4- Shaona for actively participating in class and showing a keen interest in all subjects. Well done! 

Year 4- Jordan for having a passion to learn and a positive attitude towards every part of school life. 

Year 4- Lyric for being an engaged learner in all subject areas. Keep up the good work. 

Year 5- Adele for her sensational use of a variety of sentence starters in Daily Writing. 

Year5- Tsehai for trying her absolute best in all learning activities, asking for feedback and extending herself. 

Year 5- Emily for trying her absolute best in all learning activities, asking for feedback and extending herself. 

Year 6- Tana for always putting in 100% effort. Showing respect to others, and the environment. 

Year 6- Ava P for her efforts in all subjects, well done! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Date: Thursday 29th, February 

Time: 6pm 

Place: Y-Block Amphitheatre, Trinity Bay State 

High School, Cairns 

Registration: Please register your attendance  



 

 



 

 


