
 

Mossman State School 

29 th Aug—Fathers Day Stall  

30th Aug—Red Ball Games @ Port 

Douglas Tennis Courts 

4th Sep—SRT (Naplan Online Read-

ers Test) 

5th Sep—Prep Market Day 

5th Sep—FNQ Music Camp  

11th Sep—Jeans for Genes Day  

12th Sep—Showcase Award filming 

13th Sep—3/4 Hockey Day and P/C 

Dance 

 

Celebrating School Support Staff 

Recognition Week 2019!  

Lets support each other this week 

to celebrate all the hard work we 

do in our school community.  

 

PO BOX 163, Mossman QLD 4873    Ph: 4099 9333    Principal: Randal Smith  

www.mossmanss.eq.edu.au  

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land and pay respects to the Elders, past, present and future. 

D a t e s  t o  r e m e m b e r :  
Principal News:  

Thursday 29th August 2019 

Yalada, 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We were very proud to watch Mr Juan, Mili, Laiko, Griffin and Coco talking about our Indigenous 

Language program, on NITV’s “The Point” last night. They did a wonderful job of representing our 

school and were very articulate in both English and Kuku Yalanji! Well done everybody! If you 

missed it, be sure to catch it on https://www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/video/1586638403720 

 

What an amazing Book Fair we had last week. $2249 worth of books and novelty items were sold, 

giving us a commission of $837.15 worth of brand new books for the library! Thank you everybody 

who supported the Book Fair. It was wonderful to see so many students dressed up on Friday and 

we all had such an incredible treat with the appearance of Deb and Keelen Mailman on the day. 

They regaled us with stories, songs and culture that made for a very special morning. Thank you to 

everyone who came along – it was standing room only! 

 

This week we had a visit from Mossman State High School staff providing a transition information 

session for our Year 6 students. The High School has requested that students send in their enrol-

ment forms to the High School office as soon as possible.  

 

A big thank you to our P&C who organised the Father’s Day stall today. It was very popular with our 

students. A very happy Father’s Day to all our fathers, uncles, grandfathers (and mothers, aunties 

and grandmothers who play that role) for Sunday. You are very important people for our students. 

Best of luck to some of our Year 4 students, who are participating in the Red Ball Tennis Competi-

tion in Port Douglas tomorrow. Our teams will have the opportunity to participate in the Regional 

Finals in Cairns at the end of the term, if they are successful. 

 

Next Wednesday, 4th September, our Year 4 students will participate in the NAPLAN Online School 

Readiness Test. This is part of the process our school needs to go through to determine if we are 

ready to move to NAPLAN Online next year. This is not about student achievement at all and our 

school receives no data from this process. Our Year 4 students will sit a 45 minute online writing test 

and a 45 minute omnibus test, which is a mix of several of the usual test strands. If you would like to 

have a look at the style of questions the NAPLAN Online will move to next year, you can check them 

out on the Public Demonstration Site at https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-

demonstration-site . This is a great place for students to practise the style of questions they may 

experience in 2020. 

 

Next Thursday, 5th September, we will hold our Prep Market Day morning to help raise funds for 

our classrooms. A big thank you to all of our staff for supporting this venture. Please come along 

and join in the fun and remember to send students to school with some pocket money to purchase 

goodies on the day. 

 

Finally, we would like to wish Nanami, Milla and Caitlyn all the best at the FNQ Music Camp next 

Thursday and Friday. Have fun girls. 

 

Have a wonderful weekend together. 

 

 Randal Smith 

Term 3, Week 7

 

Behaviour Focus 
Be Respectful – 

Good friends make 
good friends. 

 https://www.facebook.com/MossmanSS/  

https://www.facebook.com/MossmanSS/


Students of the Week 
Prep: Tsehai for her fantastic effort at writing about her favourite book.  
Prep: Lily for her sounding out skills when writing about her favourite book.  
Prep: Timbre for his improved effort with completing his work in class. Keep working hard.  
Prep: Mordecai for his improved attendance this term and being a learner and trying hard.  
Year 1:  Amanda for her enthusiasm in wanting to expand her vocabulary when writing.  
Year 1: Skylah for your excellent work writing your retell of Tiddalick the Frog.  
Year 2: Noah for consistently being on task during Maths and working hard to finish his work.  
Year 2: Eezkiel for your awesome attendance this week! Keep it up!  
Year 2: Eunise for always trying her best and taking great pride in the presentation of her work.  
Year 3: Zane for demostrating persistence with his writing this week. Keep it up! 
Year 4: Tazmin for identifying language features and explaining what they imply in Rowan of Rin.  
Year 4: Ty for his hard work in EMMS and Maths consolidations this week.  
Year 4: Mili for being an amazing young ambassador to the Kuku Yalangi Language Program.  
Year 4: Margaret for her amazing creativity in Daily Writing  
Year 5: Mia for her outstanding efforts in ALL subject areas.  
Year 6: Toby for his enthusiastic participation in classroom discussions, keep up the good work Toby.  
Year 6: Charlie for his consistent efforts in Math consolidations. Keep up the excellent work!  
Year 6: Lani for her improved efforts and focus in all her classes.  
Year 6: Trinity for her maturity, dedication and work ethic on writer’s camp.  



Attendance Term 3, Week 6 
And this week’s winner is once again… 1/2B with an outstanding monthly at-
tendance rate of 94.6%! Positions are unchanged for August with a few minor 
changes for 2019, as we continue to take a hit with a number of illnesses.  

Congratulations to 4/5A who remain in the lead for 2019 with 1/2B, 2/3A and 
3/4A all very close behind.   

Our 2019 School 

Class 2019 August 

Prep1A 89.9%   85.5% 

Prep1B 88.09% 82.89% 

1/2A 77.3% 72.05% 

1/2B 91.43% 94.60% 

2/3A 91.48%  88.68% 

3/4A 91.34% 93.04% 

4/5A 93% 86.62% 

4/5B 90.23% 92.09% 

5A 88.67% 74.53% 

6A 89.14% 80.55% 

6B 90.72% 86.15% 

P-6A 78.3 % 72.53% 

 



 

 

Book Fair Results: 

Once again, we held a very successful Book Fair. We sold $ 2249.00 worth of 

books and novelties. Because of these sales we are able to select $837.00 worth of 

wonderful books from commission for our library shelves. For holding our Book 

Fair Scholastic also give us another $50.00 to spend on books in appreciation for 

having a fair. 

Thank you all the parents/caregivers and other family members, students and staff who supported us by 

purchasing something from the Book Fair. It has been wonderful to see so many people support us on our 

Wednesday Family Night and at open times during the week.  

Thank you also to all of the people who assisted in so many other ways to make this such a successful 

event. We could not have done it without you.  

Book Fair Colouring Competition Winners: 

The winners of this competition were: 

Prep - Chili Walker/ Year 1 – Kaylah Kyle/Year 2 – Tom Schmidt/ Year 3 – Merle Huskic   Year 4 – Julie An-

derson/ Year 5 – Peyton Thorburn/ Year 6 - Lena Schmidt    

Each of these students were given a $10.00 voucher to spend at Book Fair. 

These students were: 

Highly Commended 

Prep – Waylon Miller/ Year 1 – Tiger Lilly Freeman and Amanda McKay 

Year 2 – Kristen Dau- Pilot and Kirianah Walker/ Year 3 – Lucia Walker and Shannon Young 

Year 4 - Caitlyn Butland and Mili Walker/ Year 5 – Ebony McLean 

Year 6 - Lani Enoch, Jermaine Ryan and Cameron Clarke 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘŜǊǊƛŬŎ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ǿŜƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ 

DRESS-UP COMPETITION—AUGUST, 2019 

 CLASS 1ST WINNER 2ND WINNER  

PREP 1A Marley  Talon  

PREP 1B Andres Ava 

1/2 A Kaylah Greg 

1/2  B  Jono Lamina  

2/3 A Alyssa  Sunnii 

3/4 A Charlie Grace  

4/5 A Caitlyn  Dakota  

4/5 B Milli  Bailey  

5A Aiden   

6A Taylah  Mark 

6B Blake  Milla 

P-6 Rhythm Lachlan  

Staff Winner  Julie Sophia  



Book Fair Photos  



NAPLAN REPORT RESULTS 

Yesterday we received the first of our school’s final NAPLAN data reports. While NAPLAN testing is given 

much focus in the media, it is only one assessment tool we use in making judgements about student per-

formance throughout the year. We also use this data to focus some of our areas for improvement in our 

teaching. Our students continue to excel in many areas and we look forward to receiving our comparison 

to the nation and state data shortly. We will receive individual student reports later in the year, which will 

be sent home with students. Students are awarded a scale score in each of 5 testing areas. Their scale 

score is then given a band score from 1 to 6 in Year 3 and from 3 to 8 in Year 5. While we like all of our 

students to reach the expected National Minimum Standard (NMS) bands, our focus has been on increas-

ing the number of students achieving in the Top 2 bands in each learning area. Our Year 3 students have 

absolutely smashed this data with sensational results in all 5 strands. Our Year 5s have also excelled in 3 of 

their testing areas with work to be done in both numeracy and writing. We would like to take this oppor-

tunity to congratulate all of our students on their fantastic efforts this year, their teachers for their time, 

effort and enthusiasm in continuing to encourage and support student learning and to you our parents 

and carers for supporting student learning both at home and at school. 



A Visit From the Mailmans 

 

Our kind hearted caretaker, Charlie Mailman, has brought to school famous actor Deborah Mailman and best mum of 

the year Kaleen Mailman. 

Kaleen Mailman won best mom of the year because of her resilience and care with children. Some of Kaleen’s family 

were growing sick so instead of their children going to foster care Kaleen took them in caring for their every need. 

This is not the first time she had to take care of other people, at 12 years old Kaleen’s mother had a stroke Kaleen had 

to take care of her mother. I hope we all congratulate her on her strong will and strength. 

I also had the pleasure to take a personal interview from Deborah Mailman 

Silas: What inspires you to act? 

Deborah: Stories, I love to entertain people.  

Silas: What do you enjoy about acting? 

Deborah: I love meeting people and inspiring others. 

Silas: What’s your favourite movie you’ve starred in and why? 

Debra: The Sapphires because of all the singing and the dresses. 

Silas: What are your hobbies? 

Deborah: Swimming, walking my dog and watching TV (who doesn’t?) 

Silas: What were your ambitions as a child? 

Deborah: I wanted to go to the moon, I had a lot of fascination with the moon. 

Silas: What is your favourite animal? 

Deborah: I love all animals but my favourite are wombats and hippopotamuses. 

Silas: Have you ever used your acting skills to play a trick on someone? 

Deborah: Yes, I have tricked my kids so that I sad when I’m laughing. 

I hope this article has answered all your questions and prompted you to ask more. 

Reported by Silas Dobbin 

What’s Happening in Prep 1A 

In English, we have been writing rhymes. We use letters and sounds to write words.  

In Math, we have been doing puzzles, learning numbers, measuring and learning days of the 

week and the activities we do each day. We go onto computers and do Mathseeds.  

For Digital Technology, we made paper planes and we go on the computers.  

In Physical Ed, we learn lots of skills, especially ball skills.  

In Science, we are learning about materials and their properties. We are going to make a wind 

ornament with materials that will withstand wind and rain. We are experimenting with different 

materials.  

In Language lessons, Mr Juan teaches us how to speak Kuku Yalanji.  

We enjoyed Book Fair and some of us dressed up.  

Every week we visit the Library to change library books and Mrs Walker reads us lots of inter-

esting books while we are there.  

And guess what? We are now in the BIG playground!  



 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Would you like to gain some more knowledge and skills about 

how to support your child’s reading?  Queensland Ready Reading 

is an initiative of the Queensland Government that aims to im-

prove literacy skills across the State.  The Department of Educa-

tion is partnering with Volunteering Queensland to recruit and 

train up to 3000 volunteers to support children’s reading. 

An opportunity to attend Ready Reading training at Mossman 

State School has been organised. We invite our parents and our 

current volunteers to attend.  For parents, there is no obligation 

to commit to volunteering, but we encourage you to come and 

learn strategies to support your own child with their reading at 

home. If you do wish to volunteer in our school, we would wel-

come your involvement.    

The training involves attending two modules of two hours each. 

Module 1 – Learning to read  

¶ how and why reading is taught in particular ways  

¶ essential components for learning to read: pho-

nemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency 

and text comprehension  

¶  building a bank of strategies to support reading 

and knowing when and how to use them 

¶ sight words and high-frequency words and how 

they are used when learning to read.  

Module 2 – Supporting readers 

¶ overview of the stages of reading and the behav-

iours typically displayed during these stages  

¶ how to support readers before, during and after 

reading  

¶ how to use pause, prompt, praise strategy  

¶ using prompts for reading such as sounding out, 

reading on, chunking, re-reading and using pic-

tures and visual cues  

 how to give effective feedback.  

¶ You will have opportunities to see strategies 

modelled, and to practise these in pairs and re-

ceive feedback so that you feel confident to sup-

port a child’s reading to become a more confi-

dent and independent reader.  

There is no cost for this training, and support materials will be 

provided by the Department of Education. 

Details of training 

Date: to be confirmed 

Location: Mossman State School Resource Centre 

Expression of Interest: Mossman State School 4099 933 

Important Reminder for our 

Year 6 Students/Parents  

A reminder for all parents that enrolment 

forms for Mossman State High School are 

due by the end of this Term.  

Pie Drive Reminder  

A reminder to all students and parents who 

ordered a pie from our Pie Drive. The pies 

will be delivered to our school tomorrow 

(Friday 30th) at 12:30pm.  

They are available for collection at 1pm or 

will be sent home with your children in the 

afternoon.   

Thanks!  


